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Thb troubles in the CoDgregatioDal Church in South Hadlej 
Falls have been made the subject of so much observation, and have 
generally been so much misrepresented and misunderstood, that it 
is high time the churches around, and the public generally, should 
know something from an authentic and reliable source as to their 
real history. 

It is due also to those ministers and friends who have so nobly 
stood by us throughout our trials, that we should supply them with 
proof such as shall satisfy them that they have, in so doing, been the 
upholders of truth and uprightness. 

It is likewise due to those who may form the church when the 
present generation has passed away, to leave them some account of 
its difficulties, that they may know how much has been suffered by 
their predecessors in the defence of the truth as it is in Jesus, and 
of the pure principles and polity of Congregationalism. 

The "First Congregational Church, in South Hadley Falls," 
therefore, now puts forth this plain statement of facts, that it may 
be understood by all who are willing to be informed, that a deep 
wrong has been committed against it ; and that all the measures 
which have been adopted to cause its downfall, have been based 
upon the fraud and falsehood of a few unscrupulous men. 

We enter into no vindication, we use no special pleading, we sim- 
ply stand upon righteousness, and truth, and justice ; and from this 
foundation all the ex parte councils in the world can never move us. 

The apparent commencement of the troubles was on this wise : 
Our pastor, Hev. B. Knight, had been much grieved for some time, 
by the endeavors of the chorister to sift into the minds of some of 
the young people of the congregation, very pernicious doctrines ; 
and was very much rejoiced when said chorister told him on Satur- 
day, October 15, 1859, that the next Sabbath would be the last of 



his exercises unless the Society would pay him for his services. The 
pastor informed the chairman of the Parish Committee of this re- 
solve of the chorister, and he too very greatly rejoiced, that without 
trouble a long desired object was about to be accomplished, and that 
the incongruity would no longer exist, of one end of the meeting 
house contradicting the other. Another chorister was therefore 
temporarily engaged for the following Sabbath ; but when this was 
discovered, certain disaffected men immediately prevailed upon the 
former chorister to stand his ground, and retain his position in spite 
of the known wishes of both pastor and committee. It was now 
plain that when the Sabbath came there would be a collision if the 
usual services were proceeded with ; and therefore for the sake of 
peace, and a proper regard for the sanctity of the Lord's house, the 
chairman of the committee requested the pastor not to give out any 
hymns at all ; dispensing with that part of the worship simply be- 
cause of the determination of these men to cause a disturbance in 
the sanctuary. 

Upon this non-reading of the hymns was afterwards based nearly all 
the factious opposition under which our pastor had to labor, although he 
acted under the direction of the chairman of the Parish Committee. 
And at subsequent church meetings Mr. K. was accused of bully- , 
^°g — g^go^°?J — popery — John Bull tyranny — and also of falsehood. 
Many such charges, and elegant phr^es and epithets were again 
and again made against and applied to him. At a meeting of the 
church held November 2, 1859, after a great deal of this kind of 
abuse the church voted by ballot, 47 to 1, that it had the fullest 
" confidence in the integrity and truthfulness of the pastor." Before 
the vote was taken some eight or ten of the opposers left the meet- 
ing. Notwithstanding this expression of confidence, however, the 
opposition and abuse from the disaffected party became so great 
that the pastor by the advice of friends, asked the church to unite 
with him in calling an Ecclesiastical Council, to advise what course 
should be pursued under the circumstances. That council was held 
on November 29, 1859, and the following is the official report of its 
doings : 

" Pursuant to letters missive from the Congregational Church in 
South Hadley Falls, an Ecclesiastical Council convened at the meet- 
ing house in that place, Tuesday, November 29th, 1859, at ten 
o'clock, A. M. 
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The Ck>uDcil was organized by the choice of Rev. Dr. Vaill as 

Moderator, and Rev. H. M. Parsons as Scribe. 

The following brethren presented credentials as Delegates from 

the churches invited : 

Pastor. Delegate. 

Palmer 2d, Rev. Dr. Vaill, Bro. William Holbrook. 

Springfield 1st, Rev. H. M. Parsons, Bro. W. B. Calhoun. 

Monson, Rev. T. 6. Colton, Dea. Marcus Chapin. 

Chicopee 1st, Rev. E. B. Clark, Dea. Giles S. Chapin. 

Chicopee 3d, Rev. C. H. Cone, Dea. C. M. Kendall. 

"Warren, Rev. S. S. Smith, 

Holyoke 2d, Rev. J. B. R. Walker, Bro. E. G. Pierce. 

Granby, Rev. H. Mills, Bro. Percy Cook. 

Prayer by the Moderator. 

The letter stating the object for which the council was called was 
then read, viz : — ** A mutual council, to advise respecting the fol- 
lowing matters, viz : — The pastor's conduct in reference to the sing- 
ing ; and the gross abuse heaped upon the pastor by a member of 
the church in consequence thereof, and such other incidental mat- 
ters as may grow out of these main points of difficulty between us." 

On the call of the Moderator, Deacon Bardwell responded as the 
" member of the church " alluded to in the matters submitted for the 
advice of the council — and presented a petition to the council pray- 
ing that in justice to himself, Mr. Edward P. Gillett might be ad- 
mitted as his council. 

Rev. Mr. Cone moved — and it was voted bv the council — that the 
statements of the pastor be heard before action on this petition. 

Rev. Mr. Knight was then heard in relation to his conduct in ref- 
erence to the singing, and the abuse heaped upon him by Deacon 

Bardwell. 

Voted — to hear the statement of Deacon Bardwell concerning the 

matters at issue. 

Voted — to adjourn till two o'clock and then resume the statement 
of D^icon Bardwell. 

Council met at two o'clock and Deacon Bardwell resumed his 
statement. 

The committee of the church were then invited to make their 
statement. 

Voted — ^that the society's committee make such statements as they 
have in their knowledge. 



All the parties having been heard, — Voted — that the council be 
by themselves. Voted — that Brother Clark, Brother Calhoun and 
the scribe, be a committee to drafl and present the decision of coun- 
cil. After recess the committee reported the following decision : 

Whereas, the pastor's conduct in reference to the singing has 
been the cause of grievance to some in the church ; and, whereas, 
one member in his language concerning the pastor is thought bj him 
grossly to have abused him, 

Resohedy IsU Although the frank and impulsive nature of Rev. 
Richard Knight, may have led him to some indiscreet expressions, 
yet we feel that his character as a sound preacher, faithful pastor, 
true Christian and honest man is fully sustained by this investigation. 

In relation to his conduct about the singing, we find that he fol- 
lowed implicitly the direction of the society's committee, and was in- 
fiuenced by a desire to maintain the purity and order of this part of 
divine service in the sanctuary* 

Resolved, 2d, In regard to the member of the church referred 
to abov«, whose language towards the pastor is complained of, we 
find that language to have been such as is not becoming one making 
a Christian profession ; and in connection with his course in sustain- 
ing an opposition to the pastor in the church and society, as deserv- 
ing the censure of the church ; — ^but we trust the offending member 
will see cause in the spirit of Christian meekness to make confession 
of the same before God and the church, that he may stand right and 
acceptably before both. 

Incidentally as connected with these main points, the council re- 
gret to find a seeming reluctance ^n the part of the church, to as- 
sume their proper responsibilities^ and also an unhappy alienation 
of feeling among some of the members. Accordingly we advise 
this church, first, promptly to assume the burdens properly belong- 
ing to them, and relieving their pastor of the office of clerk, to sus- 
tain him more fully by their prompt action and sympathy — ^d by 
securing, in the proper way, a new leader for the choir. 

Second. We advise the church, in a prudent and Christian spirit, 
firmly to insist on a confession from the erring brother above-men- 
tioned, acknowledging his wrong and injurious treatment of bis pas- 
tor ; also to insist on a humble confession on the part of those at va- 
riance in the churdi, and a healing of the breach which has caused 



80 much trouble here. And if the gospel method of reconciliation 
shall fail, that the gospel discipline shall proceed and purify the 
church. 

The report of the committee was accepted and adopted by the 
council unanimously, excepting the last section, to which there was 
one dissenting vote. 

The minutes were then read and adopted. 

(Signed) Joseph Vaill, Moderator. 

H. M. Pabsons, Scribe. 

South Hadley Falls, Nov. 29, 1859. 

At a church meeting held December 5, 1859, it was voted to ac- 
cept and adopt the decision of the council, although a motion was 
made by one of Deacon Bardwell's party, " that as a church we will 
have nothing to do with councils, but will manage our own affairs." 
Subsequent movements show how much of truth and sincerity there 
was in this sentiment. At this meeting Deacon B. made a sort of 
acknowledgment, stating that ''he might have used language which 
was unbecoming, and wherein he had done so, he acknowledged the 
wrong, and requested forgiveness of the church." One of his friendfl 
immediately moved " that this statement and request be accepted." 
Many persons saw the hollowness of the confession, but for the sake 
of peace, and hoping that if accepted further opposition might cease, 
voted for the motion, which was carried by 41 over 36 votes. The 
recommendation with respect to the removal of the chorister was 
also adopted. A committee of three was appointed to wait upon the 
parish committee to place before it the action of the church, and re- 
quest it to adopt such measures as would accord with the church's 
wishes. Deacon Bardwell moved that the committee consist of fe- 
males, which was voted, and Mrs. Deacon Bardwell, Mrs. Ambrose 
Snow, and Mrs. Joseph Carew, were duly appointed, and reported 
at the next meeting the following result as voted by the committee 
of the parish : 

^'That we concur with the council and the church in the recom- 
mendation of the one, and the vote of the other, — ^that Mr. Austin 
Ingraham should leave the leadership of the singing." The choris- 
ter was accordingly notified to leave that position, and he complied. 

But the dissatisfied party determined to submit to no existing au- 
thority, whether in or out of the church ; and they therefore called 
a meeting of the parish, which met December 23, and having 
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TOted in seyeral new members, some of whom had neyer heard our 
pastor preach, thej were prepared to pass a string of resolutions 
condemnatory of his conduct, and requesting him to unite with them 
in calling a council for his dismission ^ without delay." They also 
voted to reinstate the obnoxious chorister who had been removed by 
the committee. In the action with regard to the pastor, they after- 
wards found that they had been altogether too fast, as the church 
had not been consulted on the matter, but it helped to keep up the 
agitation, and therefore, so far helped their purpose. When they 
found out the mistake they had made in their indecent haste, they 
presented a paper to the pastor signed by eleven persons requesting 
him to call a meeting of the church, '^ to see if the church will take 
measures for the dismission of Hev. R. Knight from the relation of 
pastor." 

This meeting was held January 3, 1860. The pastor by the ad- 
vice of several friends, was present and acted in his office of Mod- 
erator. This rather unusual proceeding seemed forced upon him by 
the peculiarity of the circumstances, and the character of his oppo- 
nents. In this meeting a great deal of hard language and vituper- 
ation were used by the men who were disturbing the peace of the 
church, and after much discussion a vote was taken by yeas and 
nays, and carried by 60 over 39 — " That it is not expedient to take 
measures for the dismission of the Rev. R. Knight from the pastorate 
of this church." 

In all the voting alluded to in this statement thus far, women took 
part — this had been the custom of the church as will be proved by- 
and-by. When the dissatisfied members found that a majority was 
against them, they began to oppose women's voting, but never 
before. 

And here, it may be well to say, that as we wish to give a con- 
nected narrative, there may, in the publication of several of the 
documents, which it will be necessary to introduce, appear to be the 
occasional repetition of facts and circumstances, but this could not 
well be avoided without confusing the mind of the reader ; and in- 
deed, they may be considered more in the shape of confirmations 
than repetitions. 

After the decision of the church meeting just alluded to, some of 
the disafiected members petitioned the pastor to call a meeting of 
the *' proper voters " of the church to consider the matters which 



had just been acted upon. By " proper voters," they gave the pastor 
to understand, that they meant the male members only ; and of 
course, the request was denied, as it was not the desire of any who 
had voted in the majority to have a reconsideration. They then, on 
their own authority, called a meeting of the "legal voters," as they 
were pleased to designate them, of the church for January 17, and 
as none but their own party was present, twenty-one men ( and a 
few women,) they carried all their points ; and at once arrogated to 
themselves all the powers belonging to the church. Another meet- 
ing of the Parish was held on the twentieth, and of course it con- 
curred with what they were pleased to call the vote of the church, 
and called a council to meet on the 3 1st. Our pastor refused to 
unite in the calling of tliis council on the ground that it was clearly 
against the wishes of the church, as manifested in the only meeting 
where the subject had been considered, which was legally called, and 
legally constituted, according to the usage of this church. The 
council was therefore, purely ex parte. 

The following is a copy of the protest sent into this council by our 
Pastor : 

South Hadlet Falls, January 31, 1860. 

Brethren : You have been called together as a council to ad- 
vise respecting the expediency of dismissing me from the pastorate 
of the Congregational Church in this place. The call purports to 
be in accordance with a vote of the church, and that I have refused 
to unite with the church in calling the council. Had this been the 
case, I should have appeared before you this day, but as it is not so, 
I refrain from being present, not wishing to give my sanction to a 
proceeding so irregular. I should not even have taken so much no- 
tice of the matter as to have written this note, only that I wish the 
churches represented to understand how they have been invited, and 
that my, brethren in the ministry, especially, may not charge me 
with a want of Christian courtesy to them in being absent. 

A few facts with regard to our church and society will give you 
to see how matters stand. Difficulties have arisen, and a short time 
ago a mutual council was called to give us some advice in the mat- 
ter. That council examined thoroughly the whole case and I en- 
close an attested copy of their minutes for your perusaL I may say 
that the erring brother therein named did make a partial confession, 

which in its earnest desire for peace the church accepted ; but the 
a 
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hollowness of that confession has heen proved by his again immedi- 
ately commencing his course of a factious opposition to the pastor, 
and with his party persistently endeavoring to injure his character 
and usefuhiess. The church also passed a resolution in accordance 
with a recommendation of council, requesting the committee of the 
society to dismiss the leader of the singing from his position, which 
they did to the great gratification of a majority of the church and 
congregation. A meeting of the parish was then called by the dis- 
affected parties, who, having previously brought into the society as 
members, many persons who never attended meeting, and even 
members of other churches, for the express purpose of opposing the 
pastor and those who sympathize with him, they voted against the 
wishes of pastor, church and council, to sustain the obnoxious leader. 
After this a meeting of the church was called by the pastor, pur- 
suant to a written request from the same disaffected parties, '^ to see 
if the church will take measures for the dismission of Bev. B. Eiiight 
from the relation of pastor of the said church." The meeting was 
held on Tuesday, January, 3, 1860, when the church voted 60 to 39 
that ^' it is not expedient to take measures for the dismission of the 
Bev. B. Knight from the pastorate of this church." In this vote is 
included the votes of women, as it has been the usage in this church 
for more than twenty-five years for the women to vote on all impor- 
tant matters* The disaffected parties now found it convenient to 
oppose women's voting, although some of the leaders of this opposi- 
tion had always previously been the strongest advocates for their 
voting. Being defeated in their purpose they now signed a paper 
calling a church meeting for January 17, to consider the y^rj things 
which had been acted upon. This meeting wi^ held, and attended 
hy the signers of the caU only, and a few of their immediate female 
friends. These twenty-one gentlemen voted themselves to be the 
Congregational Church of South Hadley Falls, and voted also to 
call the council which now assembles. Now we take the ground 
that a Congregational Church is independent so far as the manage- 
ment of its own internal affairs is concerned, and therefore it has a 
perfect right, if it chooses, to allow women to vote in its church 
meetings ; no one can doubt this and therefc^re the clique of men 
who called the council had no right, no authority to do so, as the 
tkwch; had they f^ a dissenting minority, iaiaued the caU, you would 
QQt have been brought togethei* under fi^e pretences. Further, I 
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liaye onlj to say that the majoritj of the church is determined to 
sustain me, and I have determined to remain with this church ; and 
therfore should you see. fit to take any action in the premises, in ac- 
cordance with the wishes of the persons inviting you, neither myself 
nor the church will he governed hy it ; our relations will remain the 
same, for my friends do not helieve that my usefulness is ended here, 
they have proof to the contrary. I conclude hy adding, that in this 
strug^e I am not contending for any selfish end, but on public 
grounds, and in reality for my brethren in the ministry, and the 
churches, themselves in other places. Many of the short pastorates 
of which complaint is continusdly made, have resulted fit)m the yield- 
ing to a few factious, disorderly, and often ignorant men, whose motto 
was ^^rule or ruin;'' had they been treated properly and taught 
their place, the ministry would have been left to work out its great 
mission, through tribulation perhaps, but with a Divine blessing. 

Yours most sincerely, 
(Signed,) RICHARD KNIGHT. 

To THE Council, &o. 

The result at which this council arrived was simply that in view 
of the fact that according to the terms of settlement four months 
notice was required before any action could be taken in view of dis- 
solving the pastoral relation, this notice must be given before anything 
could be done. The council also distinctly state that they are 
"guided only by the existing state of feeling, and not hy cmy excmdn- 
ation into the history of the unhappy troubles ; " but that it was their 
opinion that if things remained as they now were at the end of the 
four months, ^the relation of the pastor to this church and society 
should tenhinate." 

Is it possible that a number of Christian men can come together 
and on mere ex-parte evidence come to such a decision ? What 
minister, is safe from the factious opposition of a few dissatisfied and 
mischievous men if they can thus be backed up in their vile pro- 
ceedings ? 

The society, and the disaffected men calling themselves the church 
gave the four months notice to our pastor ; but the point upon which 
we stand is that the notice was not legal, inasmuch as it required the 
concurrent action of church and society, whereas a majority of the 
church in legal meeting was opposed to the dismission. At the ex-* 
piration of the four months, however, an ex parte council was held, 
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.(April 30, 1860), called in the same manner as before, and com- 
posed of nearly the same persons, and on ex parte evidence made 
its decisions. Two of Mr. Elnight's friends were called upon indeed, 
and asked if this church was an exception to all other congrega- 
tional churches in the matter of women's voting? of course they 
could not say that it was, and this was taken as evidence that wo- 
men had never voted ; the gate was then suddenly shut down, and 
no more evidence called for, although there were over twenty women 
present who were ready to testify that they had always been in the 
habit of voting in the meetings of the church whenever they pleased. 
At this council our pastor was present, and was requested to make it 
a mtUtud council ; this he offered to do, if the council would examine 
into the troubles from the commencement, and if his opponents 
would agree, as he was willing to do, to abide by the result. 

These terms they refused, and a committee was then appointed to 
confer with Mr. Knight to see if he could be induced to make it a 
mutual council on more satisfactory terms. That committee required 
that he should unconditionally submit his case to the council, and if 
the decision was adverse to him that he should leave the village. To 
such unreasonable terms of course he could not submit, and the com- 
mittee reported that Mr. Knight would not agree to make it a mutual 
council on satisfactory terms. ^ O shame where is thy blush ? " 
Two clergymen who were present as Mr. Knight's friends retired 
with him and the committee, and we here give their recollections of 
that conference. 

The Bev. Sanford S. Smith of Warren, writes, addressing Mr. 
Knight :— 

^ You ask my recollections of the condition upon which a certain 
ex parte council should be made a mutual one, as presented by the 
committee of the council to yourself and your friends, on that occa- 
sion. Mr. Mills of Granby was chief speaker, and this was the bur- 
den of his demand — that at all events you should leave the village ; 
and if you and your friends would not agree to that as a prelimi- 
nary, there would be no use of making the council mutuaL Bro. 
Walker and myself declared that we had no power to bind Mr. 
Knight or his friends in South Hadley to any such step, and should 
not therefore undertake to do it ; to whicli Mr. Drummond fully 
agreed that we had no such power, — ^and the conference ended, and 
the council proceeded as it began^— entirely ex parte." 
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Rev. J. B. B. Walker of Holyoke, than whom no man knows so 
well all the bearings of this case, he having closely watched all the 
proceedings from the first, and having been present at all the coun- 
cils, writes to Mr. Knight as follows : — 

HoLTOKE, March 9, 1863. 

Bey. and Dear Bko. : " I hereby comply with your request 
to give you in writing my recollections of your offer to make the 
second ex parte council in South Hadley Falls a mutual council. In 
the absence of the Bev. S. S. Smith, you requested me to sit beside 
you as adviser. After your protest against the council's proceeding 
to dismiss you, and considerable discussion among its members, the 
proposition was made to you, that you consent to make it a mutual 
council: I said to you, ^ By no means ; the proposition is an insult 
to your common sense. They can have no idea that you will accede 
to any such thing. That you should submit your cause to a council, 
the clerical members of which have, with one or two exceptions, 
already in an ex parte council decided against you, and are now 
committed against you, and have come here simply to ratify a previ- 
ous decision, is preposterous." You, however, in spite of my advice, 
arose and said, '^ Yes, I have such confidence in the integrity and 
candor of these brethren, notwithstanding their previous action, that 
if they will make a thorough investigation of these troubles from 
the beginning, I will make this a mutual council, and abide by its 
results if my opponents will do the same. So confident am I of the 
strength of my cause, and the inevitable result of a fair and com- 
plete investigation, and so desirous that these troubles be settled, that 
I am willing on these conditions to abide by the result of a council 
which I have had no part in calling." Inmiediately the opposite 
party protested against such conditions ; urging '^ that it was absurd 
to think of going over all the jealousies and gossip and feuds in the 
church for the last twenty-five years, that no good and only great 
harm could come of such a raking over of these old troubles. You 
rose at once and replied, that such was not your idea, or wish, or 
proposition :• — that you contemplated only a thorough examination of 
the facts relating to your ovm troubles^ and the factious opposition to 
your ministry. Your opponents were unwilling to accept your prop- 
osition. They had called their council of picked men, and called it 
to do a special work, the very work, this council when convened be- 
fore had decided ought to be done. Why then should your oppo- 
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nents wish an investigation ? The whole thing was in their hands, the 
result thej wished, they were confident of securing. They knew the 
council when first convened, onlj partially investigated the mattezs, 
having voted that they were legitimately called,* before they had 
made an examination of the point on which the whole question 
hangs ; and that they proceeded to their decision, making no attempt 
to draw out the positive testimony of females present, in regard to 
the custom of female voting in your church, just as if you would 
crowd upon the council counter evidence, and as if females would 
volunteer their testimony, when you did not recognize the right or 
validity of the council to deliberate upon your troubles. Your cp* 
ponents, evinced no disposition to have the council mutual. The coun* 
oil, however, discussed the matter somewhat, and it was at length 
voted to appoint a committee to confer with you, and see if you 
could be prevailed upon to make the council mutuaL It seems a 
little singular that the committee should have been appointed to con- 
fer with youy when it is obvious that those who needed to be labored 
with for this purpose, were your opponents. The committee was 
the Hev. Mr. Drummond, and I think Mills, of Granby, and Blake, 
of Belchertown. The Rev. S. S. Smith had then arrived, and by 
your request, he and myself went out with you to confer with the 
committee. The efTort of the committee was to induce you to accept 
the council as yours unconditionally, and that if it should decide against 
you, you should leave the village. The subject was talked over on 
both sides some twenty minutes. You reiterated your proposition 
for a fuU and thorough investigation of the difficulties from the be- 
ginning, such as the first council (mutual) made. It was urged by 
Hev. S. S. Smith, and myself, that such a proffer was most magnai^ 
imous ; and in view of the fact that men however good, who have 
already formed opinions upon a subject in controversy, are often 
insensibly biased, your proposal was more generous than we should 
make, and that we should demand that a mutual council be one un- 
committed, and one which we had partly selected. 

What was my amazement on returning to the church to hear the 
committee report, that they had been unable to induce you to make 
the council mutual on satisfactory terms. The council then proceed- 
ed unembarrassed to their result. It was then that you discovered 

* See account of Ex parte Council, on page i/f in which this is acknowledged 
by the council itself. 
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that the records belonging to you as clerk of the church, had been 
stolen from jour pew, while absent by request of the council. So 
flagrant was the theft — ^this seizing an unjust advantage of you, 
when at the service of the council, woke an instant protest. Bro. 
Drununond at once sprung from his seat, demanding in the name of 
justicej and honor, and decency, that the records be restored to you ; 
saying that if the council was to be an arena for such tricks and 
sharp practice he would have nothing to do with it The condem- 
nation of the act was so strong, that one of your opponents came 
over to you and gave up the records, and slunk back, if not with 
■elf-contempt, yet with the pity of every truly honorable and high- 
minded man present. 

I felt a kind of pity for the council summoned to work for* such 
men, and wondered that they did not suspect that possibly they were 
being misled by the trickeries and misrepresentations of the leaders 
of the opposition against you. 

I remembered very vividly the scene of the first council, when 
the moral sense of the entire council was so shocked by the apparent 
attempts of your chief opponent to hoodwink the council, and falsify 
the facts so flagrantly, (as was shown by Bro. Cone and myself who 
were cognizant of them), that after his own address of over two 
hours in length, he left but one course to the council, and that its 
unanimous condemnation of himself, and the vindication of yourself. 
I have been " a looker on in Venice " during all your troubles ; have 
watched the proceedings of edl the councils from the beginning to the 
endj and I have had no reason to change my opinion formed at the 
outset, after a fair and complete investigation of the difficulty. I 
have been the more convinced that it was gendered in jealousy, 
brought forth in iniquity, nursed by hatred, and has thriven by du- 
plicity, misrepresentation, uncharitableness and fraud. The history 
of the councils in South Hadley Falls is a melancholy one, and con- 
vinces me that it is human to err. I trust God may give you 
his peace so abundantly, that you and yours may know how Divine 
it is to forgive. 

I congratulate you my dear brother on the prosperity that has at- 
tended you in spite of your "many adversaries;" that God has given, 
and is now giving you the best token of his gracious favor and ap- 
proval — that your church is now more numerous than when you first 
went to South Hadley Falls, that its benevolent contributions are 



16 

larger, and that in all that constitutes church prosperity, jou are 
flourishing. I rejoice that when your enemies were plotting against 
you, and when a large council by their call, was advising them to ex- 
communicate you as seceders— as a factious and irregular body, God 
was granting you and yours the precious and unmistakable proof of 
His Spirit's presence and power, and thus setting upon your church 
the seal and sanction of heaven. 

I would rather be with you, with God thus on your side, and in 
your midst, so unmistakably giving the seal of legitimacy (o your 
church, than be with your enemies, though they should have the re- 
sults of a hundred ex parte councils in their support. 

I could not but feel as I watched the proceedings of the last 
council (February 3, 1863,) and saw how facts which I knew, were 
distorted, or falsified, or suppressed, that it would be well if they 
would regard the advice of Gamaliel : " Refrain from these men, 
and let them alone, lest haply ye be found to fight against God." 

But a few partisans in the council were the willing instruments of 
those who called them, and hence the proposition made by the scribe, 
that the council recommend that the whole subject be submitted to 
pastors and delegates called from a distance, and who have not been 
biased by previous knowledge or reports, was defeated. And so too the 
vote to get facts and* testimony, rebutting that of your opponents, from 
any and every source was disregarded, and no effort was made to 
obtain ar?y, after you declined to appear before the council personal- 
ly, or by proxy. And surely no reasonable or sensible man sup- 
posed that you or your church would come in there before an ex parte 
council, of which you knew nothing till the Sabbath evening before, 
and much less, (even though you might be willing to submit your 
facts to such a body), upon the notice of an hour. There are many 
facts that occur to me, but I need not recite them. You ask for my 
testimony respecting your reasonable and magnanimous offer to the 
second ex parte council. In my judgment, nothing more could 
reasonably be asked of you, and so I think will every candid and 
unbiased person judge. I have given you the facts as I know them. 
And if the history of the ex parte councils in South Hadley Falls 
be ever written, unless I have greatly mistaken the ministers and 
churches of the Commonwealth, these facts, which no man can deny, 
will awaken surprise, illustrate the generous spirit you have shown, 
and vindicate your course. 
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My notes of the proceedings of the councils are at your service, 
and if in any way I can help you to maintain the right — good order 
in the churches, and resistance to factious troublers in Israel, I shall 
be ready to do so. Wishing you a continuance of prosperity, 

I am yours, fraternally, 

J. B. R. Walker. 

(We have given the whole of this excellent letter although a part of 
it refers to a later council than the one about which we are speaking). 
During the absence of Mr. Knight with the committee, the council 
most complacently sat and heard one of Mr. Knight's opponents 
pour out such a deluge of abuse and falsehood against him without 
a single word of check or rebuke, that many of the audience were 
amazed and horror-stricken. After the report of the committee was 
rendered, the council went on with the work it came to perform, and 
formally professed to dismiss Mr. Knight from the pastorate of the 
church. 

The fact, that by such proceedings it appears to be assumed that 
the pastors of Congregational churches hold their positions by so 
slight a tenure that at the beck and call of a few dissatisfied men, a 
council of grave ministers and laymen can be brought together at 
any time to do their bidding, and cast off the servant of Christ from 
where the Lord has blessed and is blessing his labors, made us take 
the stand we have taken against such injustice ; and with the hope 
of helping to rid Congregationalism of this useless but offensive ex- 
cresence, an ex parte council. 

Our beloved minister was assailed, and we determined to stand by 
him ; he was willing and wishful to leave when the troubles first 
commenced, but we urged him to stay, for we had already suffered 
so much from the same spirit which was endeavoring to drive him 
ofi«that forbearance had ceased to be a virtue. 

As our opponents had attained a mi^rity in the parish meeting, 
by the disgraceful means already alluded to, we had no alternative 
but to leave, with our pastor, the meeting house, and worship in 
some other place. Mr. Knight held the records of the church, and 
might have retained them still, but for the sake of peace, and hop- 
ing: such a course might pacify the parties, who had previously en- 
deavored to get possession of them by fraud, he gave them up with 
the following letter to Deacon Gaylord : 
3 
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South Hadley Falls, May 3, 1860. 

Mr. John Gaylord — Sir : Herewith,! send you thebooks and 
papers of the Congregational Church. I told Mr. Weld I should 
give them up. I claimed and retained them on Monday evening 
last, because I do not admit the right or jurisdiction of any ex parte 
council to adjudicate on the matter. 

I now give them up to you, (I mean that part of the church 
which will continue to worship at the meeting-house, when I say 
you) I say then, I now give them up to you simply for the sake of 
peace. I and my friends have been for peace all the while — we 
have simply acted on the defensive, standing by the standard of 
truth and the doctrines of our church. And now, seeing that an 
ex parte council has no power whatever, to dissolve the relation be- 
tween a pastor and his church, unless the parties agree to it, I remain 
the pastor of the Congregational Church of South Hadley Falls, 
although we may not all worship in the same place. I^ow let there 
be peace ; we worship in Salem Chapel for the sake of peace ; you 
remain in the meeting-house, let it be for the sake of peace. Let the 
world see that there is some Christianity left ; let the object of each 
party be the conversion of souls, and not the defaming of each others 
characters. I send the books, &c., to yourself because you are a 
rightfully elected officer of the church. 

I remain, yours sincerely, 

RICHARD KNIGHT. 
I have taken a copy of the records. 

The division now took place, and sixty persons, resident members 
of the church adhered to their pastor, and remain with him, as par- 
takers of the same cup of blessing, (excepting one who has died, 
and a few who have left the village). 

The attendance in our new place of worship has been gradually 
increasing in numbers since our first meeting, and many proofs have 
been given that the usefulness of Mr. Knight's ministry in this place 
was not at an end. 

Throughout this whole controversy we have simply stood upon 
the defensive, and have never before thrust our cause upon any in- 
dividual or body of individuals, and should not do so now, were it 
not for the constancy with which the most flagrant falsehoods and 
the claims based upon them, are put forth by our opponents and their 
abettors, in councils and newspapers. 
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Towards the close of the year 1860, the party retaining the meet- 
ing-house, having found a minister, strange as it may seem, who was 
willing to settle over them as a pastor, although matters were in 
such an unsettled state, — called a council for the purpose of install- 
ing that minister over them ; thinking, no doubt, that if a council 
would do this work for them it might appear to persons in the distance, 
at least, that they really were the church. The council met, and 
did their work. Mr. Knight felt, however, that should he allow this 
to be done without protest, it might appear that he had given up his 
claim to the pastorate, and he therefore sent in the following letter — 
some particulars in which are repetitions of what has been already 
stated, and others will explain our action with regard to the with- 
drawal of the watch and care of the church from fifty-nine of its 
members. 

South Hadley Falls, December, 4, 1860. 

To the Moderator of the Council, 

Sir : I think it my duty as the rightful pastor of the church 
purporting to call you and the other members of the council together 
on the present occasion to lay before you a few particulars. 

It is well known that difficulties have existed in this church for 
many years ; difficulties arising principally from Diotrephesism. 

This to a great extent has been the cause of the resignation and 
withdrawal of the majority of the pastors who have been settled 
over the church. Of course I was not likely to escape what others 
had had to endure. 

Instead of retiring, however, when the rebellion commenced, I 
united with the church in calling a mutual council for advice in the 
matter ; the following was the result : [See page five.] 

The " erring brother " made a sort of general acknowledgement 
to the church which for the sake of peace was received ; but, it was 
only, as subsequent conduct proved, intended to hush the church into 
silence that fresh attacks might be made. If the advice in the last 
article of the " result" could have been carried out, the church would 
have been saved the pain and the disgrace it has since suffered; for 
during a previous pastorate, the church enjoyed a season of quiet, 
when this leader of the quarrel absented himself for nearly two 
years from all participation in its affairs and ordinances and attended 
worship (under my own ministrations) in a neighboring parish. 
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I maj briefly state that after matters had gone on for some time 
after the meeting of the council alluded to, the disaffected members, 
all the while using every possible influence to destroy my useful- 
ness in the place, requested me, in writing, to call a meeting of the 
church '^ To see if the church will take measures for the dismission 
of Rev. R. Knight from the relation of pastor of the said church." 
The meeting was called, at which the church voted 60 to 39 
that 'Mt is not expedient to take measures for the dismission of 
the Rev. R. Knight from the pastorate of this church." In this 
meeting the women voted, and it was proved to the full and perfect 
satisfaction of the first council, which heard both sides, that women 
had always voted, whenever they pleased, from the organization of 
the church, and therefore, on the true principles of Congregational- 
ism, every church managing its own internal affairs, they had a perfect 
right to vote. Indeed, this very matter of women's voting had al- 
ways been advocated by the very man who was one of the first to 
appeal against it, when he found the majority against him. 

The council which was subsequently called for the purpose of 
dismissing me, was called by the few men who have taken upon 
themselves to act as the church ; 20 for 120. 

Now I contend that no ex parte council, so called, had any power 
whatever to dismiss me from the pastoral charge of a church voting 
by a majority of 21 against such dismissal. Here I take my stand. 
I am still the pastor of the church, and no act of any council, except 
a mutual, can make it otherwise. 

You know, brethren, that the precedent cannot be found in any of 
the authorities for an act so unjust and so cruel, of such a dismission 
as it is said I have had. If such a thing is to be justified, then are 
you all, as pastors, at the mercy of one or two disaffected men in 
your churches. I am therefore but defending a principle of right 
and justice, in which you are all concerned, in thus maintaining my 
position. 

I might say much with regard to the manner in which the majority 
in the society was obtained, by which I was voted out of the meeting- 
house, but will not trespass so far upon your time. 

I will only now say that I and my people have no opposition to make 
to your settling a minister to preach to those who attend the meeting- 
house ; on the contrary we rejoice in it ; for we hope that he may 
exercise such an influence over some of the leaders as may cause 
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them to act with a little more Christian decency if not courtesy 
towards myself and others who think with me ; for we have it on 
incontestable evidence that some of these men persistently and ma- 
liciously utter the most abominable calumnies against my character, 
for which some of my friends are inclined to let them feel the weight 
of the law, seeing that the gospel has failed to influence them ; but 
we do not wish to be driven to such an alternative. I say we object 
not to the settlement of a minister but we do wish you to act intelli- 
gently in the matter. 

The disaffected party having taken means to settle a pastor over 
them as the church, however, I thought it my duty to call a meeting 
of the church, which was done by notice affixed to the door of the 
meeting house : said meeting was held at Salem Chapel, my present 
place of preaching. At that meeting it was voted to cite certain 
persons to appear — ^as explained in the following letter addressed to 
fifty-nine members ;. a list of whose names are enclosed : 

South Hadley Falls, November 27, 1860. 
To A. B. C. 

At a duly called meeting of the South Church of South Hadley, 
held in Salem Chapel on Monday evening, November 26, 1860, it 
was stated that certain members of the said church have combined 
to settle another pastor, the Rev. R. Knight, being still the legal 
pastor of the church. You are charged with having united with said 
disaffected members in their contumacious conduct, and in so doing, 
with breaking your covenant engagements, and you are therefore 
hereby cited to appear before a meeting of the said church, to be 
held in Salem Chapel on Friday evening, November 30, 1860, at 
7 o'clock, to answer the charge or make such statements as shall sat- 
isfy the church that you are blameless. 
By vote of the church 

RICHARD KNIGHT, 

Pastor and Clerk of the Church. 

The church met accordingly and none of the cited members ap- 
pearing we had no alternative but to withdraw our watch and care 
from them, this was done by a nearly unanimous vote, which was 
confirmed at a subsequent meeting. Thus the persons calling them- 
selves the church are in reality out of its pale. We would have 
given them letters had they applied, and even now are ready to re- 
scind the vote and do so if they wish. 
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We wish to live in peace ; we shall go on seeking the blessing of 

God in the endeavor to save souls, and earnestly pray that you may 

be guided to such decisions as shall be for the glory of God, and not 

of man. 

Most respectfully yours, 

RICHARD KNIGHT. 

The day after the settlement of the minister alluded to, the church 
held a meeting at which the following preamble and resolutions were 
unanimously voted : 

"Whereas, the members of this church who have separated 
from us have had a pastor settled over them as a church of Christ ; 
and as they still retain the use of the meeting-house through the in- 
fluence of the * South Religious Society of South Hadley,' and 
will probably use the name by which this church was organized, viz : 
* The South Church of Christ in South Hadley.' 

" And as it may lead to confusion in the minds of the public gen- 
erally to have two churches in this village bearing the same name ; 
we deem it better to adopt a name which shall show to what denom- 
ination of Christians we belong, and on that account consider it ex- 
pedient that the name of this church be altered. 

" Therefore^ Resolved, That the name of this church be, and is 
hereby altered, and that it hereafter be ' The First Congregational 
Church in South Hadley Falls.' Voted December 5th 1860." 

Since that time this has been the legal name of our church ; and 
soon after this a new parish or society was organized and regularly 
incorporated according to the Laws of the State, called " The First 
Congregational Society in South Hadley Falls." The name of the 
other society, which has never been incorporated, is " The South 
Religious Society of South Hadley." Its constitution states that it 
is an association "for the purpose of maintaining the public worship 
of God, and public instruction in the doctrines and practice of the 
Christian religion." Now who does not see that in such a constitu- 
tion there is not a single safeguard against heresy ? A majority of 
that society might vote at their next meeting to give the use of the 
meeting-house to any body of religionists whatever, as they all pro- 
fess, however heretical, to worship God, &c. The First Congrega- 
tional Society has placed itself in no such indefinite and equivocal 
position, but in its constitution states that it is formed for the " pur- 
pose of maintaining the public worship of God and public instruction 
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in the doctrines and practice of the Christian religion as generally 
taught in the articles of faith of the Orthodox Congregational churches 
in Massachusetts, and particularly in the articles of faith and 
covenant of the First Congregational Church in South Hadley Falls 
as printed hy vote of said church, December 5, 1860." 

Thus the doctrines and polity of the church to be supported by 
this society are defined and guarded, and we think this fact, with 
others named, gives us the most perfect claim to the name we have 
taken. 

The minister of the " South Society," after his settlement, con- 
nected himself with the Hampshire East Association, our pastor be- 
ing a member of the Hampden East Association. If we understand 
aright the nature of an association of Congregational ministers, it is 
a body *' constituted with the simple design of mutual improvement 
and fellowship as ministers ;" having no ecclesiastical jurisdiction 
whatever over the churches, or right of dictation or interference with 
their actions. And yet, strange to say, the Hampshire East Associ- 
ation assumed a position which clearly did not belong to it, and voted 
a preamble and resolution to the effect that this church is no church 
at all, and Mr. Knight is no pastor at all, and that therefore we ought 
not to be recognized or fellowshiped. Wise (?) men they must be 
who could thus decide a question of such importance upon such one- 
sided and scanty evidence as came before them. Such an assump- 
tion of power is scarcely credible in Congregationalism ; and amongst 
those who really understand the pure principles of Congregational- 
ism will scarcely be believed. Yet so it was, and we can scarcely 
help thinking that if men were a little better acquainted with the 
polity of the church in which they minister, they could not be guilty 
of such unwarrantable conduct. The associations as a matter of 
convenience collect the statistics of the churches for the General As- 
sociation of the State, and of course the statistics of the so called 
Congregational Church of South Hadley Falls were presented by its 
minister to the Hampshire East Association, and sent with the rest. 
To this we do not object, notwithstanding the incorrectness of the 
statistics themselves, inasmuch as we are assured that an association 
has really no power to authenticate or deny any schedule presented 
by a member in good standing with it, but simply to pass it along, 
the responsibility of correctness resting upon the individual present- 
ing it. The Hampden East Association taking this proper view of 
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the matter forwarded the statistics of our church as presented by our 
pastor. This however, was not in accordance with the views of 
some members of the Hampshire East Association, who evidently 
thought that they ought to be the sole arbitors in this matter ; and 
therefore, a paper in the form of a protest, addressed to the Hamp- 
den East Association was got up and hawked round the whole Asso- 
ciation by the man who had been the ringleader in all the troubles 
of the church, obtaining by his false representations the signatures 
of nearly all the members of the Association. The arguments of 
that paper were all based upon the false assumption that an ex parte 
council has the power to dismiss a pastor from his office. We can- 
not but think that many of the ministers who were so deluded by 
misrepresentation and falsehood, will be sorry for what they did, 
when they learn all the facts of the case. The Hampden East As- 
sociation sent an answer to the document named, stating in substance, 
that they had merely acted upon the principles just alluded to in 
sending the statistics of our church to the General Association with- 
out authenticating or denying their correctness. At the meeting of 
the Association to which the document of the Hampshire East min- 
isters was presented, and from which the answer was returned, it 
was also voted, which proves that the Association did not believe in 
the power claimed for the ex parte council, — " that we regard the 
controversy among the brethren at South Hadley Falls as yet un- 
settled, and would therefore recommend to Brother Elnight to use his 
influence to have the whole matter in controversy referred to a mu- 
tual council." At a meeting of our church held January 21, 1862, 
our pastor laid this request before the meeting, when it was unani- 
mously voted, that a committee be appointed to draw up a letter to 
the Hampden East Association, stating such facts and making such 
explanations as they may deem necessary in declining to accede to 
its recommendation." 

The following is a copy of the letter which was presented to the 
Association at its meeting in South Hadley Falls, with our pastor, 
February 4, 1862 : 
To the Hampden East Association : 

The committee appointed to draw up a letter to the Hampden East 
Association in response to their resolution annexed, report as fol- 
lows :— 

It is with surprise that we have read the document presented to 
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jonr body by the Hampshire East Association which was the occa- 
sion of your resolution. We had begun to hope that the " whole 
matter in the controversy " in which we have been constrained, by 
respect for the ministerial office, by regard for church order, by 
manifest justice and Christian expediency to bear a prominent though 
painful part was becoming settled. We desire no further agitation 
of the subject) about which there has been such divided opinion and 
feeling in the community. We therefore deprecate any public re- 
view of the difficulties which have for over two years, distracted the 
Congregational Church in South Hadley Falls. But it is due to 
your body that we should, as briefly as we may, state the grounds of 
this judgment. Attached to our pastor as a faithful expounder of 
the Gospel, and a good minister of Jesus Christ, we were startled a 
little over two years since, by the breaking out of a factious and 
violent opposition to him. Hostility to the truths he preached, com- 
bined with personal jealousies, industrious and not over scrupulous in 
their representations, aggregated a powerful force. So serious did 
the matter become, that at length the question of his dismission was 
submitted to a church meeting legally called and legally held. The 
vote of the church by a majority of twenty-one sustained him. As 
is known by all who know anything of our troubles, the female 
members of the church participated in this vote. Thfey did so 
in accordance with the time honored and well understood usage of 
our church. No one questioned their right to do so previous to that 
meeting. Our pastor's most violent enemies were as industrious in 
urging and carrying females to that meeting, in order to vote, as 
were any of his friends. We can have little doubt, that had the 
vote been the reverse, we should never have had the validity of fe- 
male voting in our church questioned in the least. Finding them- 
selves defeated, his enemies at once, in disregard of church order 
and the will of the majority, legally (because according to the usage 
of this church) expressed, in a factious disregard of the moderator, 
and the proper methods of calling church meetings, then and there 
gave notice of a meeting of the mcUe members of the church, to 
consider the question, which had just been decided, in a meeting 
properly convened. In such violation of courtesy, justice and church 
order, in such unscrupulous over-riding of the legally expressed will 
of the church, did the opposition begin the measures which have pro^ 
4 
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duced so much tumult in the community, giving occasion to the ene- 
my to blaspheme, and dismembering the church. 

From such illegitimate origin has all their subsequent action pro- 
ceeded. It is accordingly vitiated and can lay no just claim to rec- 
ognition by those who regard " church order." 

Some time previous to these movements, it was agreed by Mr. 
Knight and his opponents to submit the matter to a mutual council. 
A large and respectable council from the neighboring churches was 
convened ; its result was the unanimous vindication of our pastor 
and the recommendation of a disciplinary procedure towards him who 
had been most active and virulent in the opposition. This council 
was called at a period when these troubles had not become so widely 
known and so much talked of, that most of the ministers and members 
in the neighboring churches had become in a measure disqualified 
for a fair and impartial consideration of them. The manifest at- 
tempts of the aggrieved member of the church to deceive the coun- 
cil, the surprising self-revelation of his unscrupulous misrepresenta- 
tion and falsifications of facts, left the council but one plain pcUh of 
duty. 

There was a remarkable unanimity in the result, and carrying 
with it such weight and moral authority, we had reason to suppose 
and hope that it would put an end to our troubles. But we were 
doomed to disappointment, and it became evident, that the fomenters 
of discord were bent upon accomplishing their object, at whatever 
sacrifice. Having carried on a factious and illegitimate procedure, 
in what they termed the meetings of the church, (we say illegitimate, 
because, not called in accordance with usage and church order, and 
because the pastor as moderator was under no obligation to convene 
a meeting of the church unless so required by some person who de- 
sired to reconsider and reverse his previous action), these persons in 
this disorderly way called an ex parte council. This council as some 
of you will remember, spent a long time in discussing the validity of 
their call. But without any investigation into the facts respecting 
the right and usage of females to vote in the church, the council at 
length, voted that they find themselves legitimately convened, and 
they decided in view of the evident acrimonious and imbittered feel- 
ings existing towards Mr. Elnight, that it was expedient that his pas- 
toral relation be sundered in accordance with the terms of settlement. 
It was with singular fidelity an ex parte council ; it ignored the very 
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question upon which the whole controversy must hinge. But pre- 
ferring an easier waj, thej considered chiefly the state of feeling 
existing, and assuming their own yalidity without investigation, 
reached their result. The next stage in the procedure is the call of 
another ex parte council, the same council nearly, in accordance with 
its previous advice to dismiss Mr. Knight. A protest having been 
presented by our pastor, the question of validity and the constitu- 
tional right of the party calling them had to be considered. Testi- 
mony was taken in regard to the practice and usages of the church, 
concerning female voting in the settlement and dismission of pastors. 
Several men testified that they did not know that females had voted 
on such occasions. Those opposed and those friendly to Mr. Knight 
so stated. To the questions, as put by the council, there was the 
same answer, and yet some of us who were so interrogated, have never 
had any doubt, that it has been the custom of the church for female 
members to vote on such matters. Had we been asked if we knew 
that the members who were mechanics have voted at such times, we 
could not affirm it upon our positive knowledge ; if the question had 
referred to those who are farmers, we must have given the same an- 
swer. As pastors you are aware, that a small portion of the male 
members of a church actively participate in its procedure ; much less 
can laymen affirm with positive certainty, based upon knowledge, 
that any portion or class of the church have voted in regard to any 
specific subjects. It will be remembered that it does not seem to be 
a disputed question, whether they have voted in the ordinary busi- 
ness of the church at the annual meetings in the election of officers, 
&c., and if we are not misinformed, at the annual meeting for the 
election of officers held the last week by the persons claiming to be 
the Congregational Church of South Hadley Falls, females voted. 
Can you conceive it possible (supposing it to be the fact that females 
have voted at such and other times,) that any man in the church, if 
honest, could affirm Uiat he knows females have voted upon the call 
or dismission of a minister ? Had the council pleased, they could 
have summoned many other su>ch witnesses. But is such negative 
testimony worth anything f Is it possible that '* a large and respect- 
able council from the neighboring churches " could accept such as 
proof, and be controlled by it in reaching a result so momentous as 
the severing of the pastoral relation ? We cannot but feel that with 
such, the Irishman, who, when told that two persons saw him commit 
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a misdemeanor, replied that he coald find fifty that did not see him^ 
would be e*^teemed as having the weight of testimony in his favor, 
and so be acquitted. 

We therefore regard the course pursued by the council in this matter 
as clearly unjust and wrong, and their judgment based upon evidence 
plainly inadmissible. And furthermore, this is the more surprising 
when there were females in the assembly who covld, and were ready 
if called upon, to dJ&im. jposiiivehf ^AetV remembrance of having voted 
upon this important matter of the call and dismission of a minister. 
Why did not some member of that council, forgetting the ex parte 
character of their call, suggest this obviously just and needed course. 
We were amazed by the omission, and we cannot reconcile it with 
ih% fairness and intelligence which distinguishes those who are set 
as overseers of the churches. Out of the mouth of two or three 
witnesses the fact might have been established in spite of the negative 
affirmation of ffty persons. If it be asked why this evidence was 
not pressed upon the council ? We reply, we had come to the con- 
iclusion, to let the council proceed unmolested. Their result was as 
well known at the beginning of their session, as at the end, for thej 
were called to complete their own previoiis action, and ratify what 
purported to be the vote of the Congregational Church in South 
Hadley Falls. Our Pastor Kev. Mr. Elnight, presented a protest, 
chiefiy because the omission to do so would be urged as a tacit and 
indirect confession of an untenable position, but not with any idea of 
embarrassing the procedure of the council, nor with any hope of 
restraining its action, for that was a foregone conclusion when they 
met. It was our purpose to take no part in the procedure of the 
council, but only to be lookers on. We could not help foreseeing 
that an ex parte council would be likely to act in harmony with its 
previous decision. Accordingly the path of duty was plain before us. 
We had evidence enough in the mad and unscrupulous warfare that 
had been raging around us for months, to show that any attempt to 
Bubdue the factious opposition would be fruitless, — ^and especially in 
view of a fact of great significance. At an early stage of the pro- 
ceedings of the council, Mr. Knight having entered his protest, re* 
quest was made that he unite with the party calling the council and 
make it mutuaL It seemed to tis asking a great concession, that he 
should submit his own interests to the judgment of a council, that 
had already decided in fi^wr of our opponents, and had now been 
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convened to do just what thej had reconunended several months 
previously. It could hardly be expected that he would be ready to 
yield to such an arbitration, the referees being disqualified by pre- 
vious opinions and actions upon the subject in controversy. While 
courteous to ask for such a surrender, it is probable that none of the 
council anticipated that it would be made. The appeal having been 
urged with great earnestness, and repeatedly, Mr. Elnight arose and 
said, if the council would pledge themselves to undertake a thorough 
examination of the whole difficulty, from the beginning, he would 
agree to submit it to them, and pledge himself and his Mends to abide 
by their result, on condition that his opponents would make a similar 
pledge. Immediately several of the persons caUing the council arose 
and protested against such an investigation, asserting that it would 
be fruitful of no good, to rake over the difficulties and feuds of twen*> 
ty-five years standing ; a very significant though tacit confession, that 
in their conviction the conflict had its origin in causes antecedent tOy 
and independent of Mr Knight, and thus an indirect condemncUton of 
their procedure against him. So earnest was their protest, that the 
council declined Mr. Knight's stipulation, but appointed a committee to 
confer with him, and if possible persuade him to make the council 
mutual. He retired with the committee, and in their conference, as 
we learn from one who participated in it, he stated that he had no 
idea in his proposition, of going back to probe old difficulties, but 
that if the council would agree to investigate the matter j from the 6e- 
ginning of his own troubles with disaffected members, and the other 
party would, agree to accept the result of the council, he would do 
the same. With this reasonable and generous offer, and nothing could 
be more reasonable, the conmiittee returned and reported that they could 
make no arrangements with Mr. Knight that were satisfactory. An un^ 
conditional surrender would have been satisfactory. But could the 
council have supposed, that we and our pastor, whom we loved and 
clung to, were so insincere — or so weak, as to submit to the dictation 
of persons who were unwilling to thoroughly acquaint themselves 
with the whole matter, and thus be qualified to say on ■ whom the 
blame rests, and to whom belongs the duty of concession. Our con* 
victiona of the justice and constitutional rightness of our proceedings 
and position. were too strong and conscientious for such easy compli* 
ance^ Here was an opportunity to settle the controversy, and to 
avoid ^e evils, of which the Hampshire East Association so BtroDg4> 
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\j and so partizanlj complain. It exceeds our comprehension how 
they could resist the proposition of our pastor, more magnanimous 
than we approved of, because it was submitting our interests to a tri- 
bunal disqualified hj previous opinions and decision, for reaching an 
impartial result. It was while Mr. Knight was outside the church in 
conference with the committee that the church records, which he held 
as clerk of the church, and which had been lent to Mr. Gillett with 
the promise of their return to Mr. Elnight, were taken possession of 
by the party calling the council, who refused to return them, and it 
was then, that the now lamented Drummond, whose upright and 
manly spirit could not brook the thought or taint of such a tricky 
and dishonorable action, arose and protested against the outrage, de- 
manding in the name of manliness and religion, that the records be 
restored to Mr. Knight. With such a public revelation of the meas- 
ures to which the opposition were ready to resort, — and in view of 
the fact that at the hands of the council Mr. Knight could get no 
thorough and fair inquiry into the whole trouble, but must yield only 
unconditional surrender — we felt that it would be useless to attempt 
to exert any influence upon the council. Accordingly no matters 
were suggested, no appeals made, no witnesses named by any of us. 
The council were allowed to proceed according to tkeir ideas of 
justice, and the best method of reaching a safe and sound judgment ; 
accordingly the whole responsibility of the consequences must attach to 
THEM and THOSE who gave existence to the counciL 

We must therefore, in view of these facts and others that time for- 
bids us to give, decline to follow your recommendation. We think 
we have offered all, and conceded all, that Christian magnanimity 
and forbearance require. Our peace, our prosperity and religious 
growth and fellowship have claims upon us. We pledged ourselves 
to abide by the result of the first mutual council ; our opponents 
would not agree to do so. We agreed to accept the council they 
themselves had called, a council that had already decided as they 
wished, and to abide by its result after a complete investigation, if 
thei/ would. Our proposition was re/used. Is it not then asking too 
much of us, now at this late day, to reopen the Pandora's box of 
church troubles. We have felt that some of the fiends and furies, 
evoked by ambition, caprice, and hostility to the truth, were being 
overcome ; should a large and respectable council adjudicate upcm 
the matter — ^those who have so unscrupulously and repeatedly violated 
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ckwrch order and implied pledges would repudiate the decision, and 
as there is too much evidence to believe, would then be able to con- 
vene an ex parte council to prolong and keep alive the bitter con- 
troversy for months if not years. We apprehend no council can he 
called which can settle the matter with our opponents unless it grant 
all that they wish. We affirm in view of the trials and warfare 
through which we have passed, that the particulars in the records 
complained of by the Hampshire East Association are '^ historical 
▼erities." It is in the strictest adherence to ^' constitutional order 
and church usage" (with us) and the right of Congregational 
churches to make their own rules and adopt their own methods of 
church action, that the results have been reached as stated in the 
record ; — ^you all know that the concurrence of the society is not es- 
sential to the existence of the church. Our New England church his- 
tory is proof too, that to go out from the sanctuary where they have 
worshipped, on account of heresy or of factions, does not extinguish 
the life of a church. By a faithful regard to church order, and in 
resistance to a faction that sought to over-ride established rules and 
usages, we have maintained the continuous life and historical exist- 
ence of the Congregational Church in South Hadley Falls. -And for 
the sake of avoiding confusion and clamor about the title to the same 
name, we have by a legal method, adopted the name of the '^ First 
Congregational Church in South Hadley Falls," — and we have ac- 
cording to Congregational usage, withdrawn watch and care from 
those who have walked disorderly. We claim to be the only Con- 
gregational church in South Hadley Falls, properly organized. The 
ex parte council proved themselves legitimate, says the Hampshire 
East Association, ^^ because in the circumstances no mutual council 
was possible " — we have shown it was possible, by a marked instance 
of magnanimity and confidence in the impartiality of his brethren on 
the part of our pastor. 

Denying the allegation and being a1;>le to substantiate the denial, 
we say the ex parte council was iUegitimcUe according to the admis- 
sion of the Hampshire East Association, and Mr. Knight, therefore, 
has never been dismissed from the church in South Hadley Falls, . 
organized as 'Uhe South Church of Christ in South Hadley," in 
1824. 

The other inferences involved in this statement we need not give 
in detail. We are not responsible for them, and however they may 
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concern the ex parte councils or the persons that called them, we are 
thoroughly convinced of the strict church order and intrinsic right* 
eousness of our proceedings. 

You are condemned by another Association for the record submit* 
ted by your scribe, and very justly reply, that it is not your province 
to avihenticate the reports of the churches. With an apparent regard 
for precedents and rules, ringing the changes upon ^ Congregational 
ttsages and church order " with suspicious frequency, the Hampshire 
East Association allege that your Association is responsible for its 
record, and that their orderly record is " nuUiJied.** What must be 
your surprise to find that you are arraigned by a body who in the 
assumption of ^^an orderly record" have claimed the Sabbath School 
belonging to us as a part of the Sabbath School of their so called 
Congregational Church of South Hadley Falls ? You will not be 
surprised that we should question the legitimacy and justice of the 
action of a council of which they formed the greater and more active 
part, when by their own admissions they endorse so singular an as- 
sumption, and authenticate what is plainly false. We are represented 
by them as ^^embarrassed members of the Church in South Hadky 
FaUsJ* We cannot admit this description, nor do we " desire a new 
organization" — ^nor do we plead for " charity" — ^nor do we feel the 
need of " reUef" We have gone through a warfare "o»/y that order 
may be maintained^* — ^^ and our record is true and untarnished." 

We have contended earnestly for khe faith once delivered to the 
saints against errorists. We have suffered reproach and reviling 
for the proprieties of Christian worship, for the purity and peace of 
the church. We have resolutely clung to the way of order against 
faction. We have esteemed him who is set over us in the Lord, 
very highly for his work's sake, and could not permit his character 
to be assailed, and his usefulness destroyed, without defending him 
against injustice and misrepresentation. What we ask for is peace, 
and the permission to sit under our own vine, unmolested by enemies 
both clerical and laicaL And had the Hampshire East Association 
adhered to its legitimate work, and in accordance with '^ its constitu- 
tional order," devoted its time to mutual improvement, instead of 
attempting to determine the legitimacy and status of churdies in 
its neighborhood; had it wisely resisted the pressure of the ^^diso- 
bliged and embarrassed memhers " from whom we have withdrawn 
watch and care on account of their disorderly walk,^ we should have 



33 

been saved from the necessity of this statement, and you from year 
position ; but if our opponents cannot thrive or exist, but by a per- 
petual agitation and hostility, (as seems too evident,) then we are 
doomed to a resistance and vigilance we hoped to be relieved from, 
and must patiently and prayerfully wait till their spiritual barrenness 
and internal discord, already visible among them, shall prove that 
strife with us is futile of harm to usy and faicU to themselves. And 
the evident blessing of God upon our endeavors and sacrifices, the 
unanimity existing among us, the growing interest in the labors 
of our pastor, and. the extending usefulness of the church, convince 
us that we need no " relief y** nor " charity y* nor " open door^^ such 
as any council can give us. We have contended for the permanency 
and sacredness of the pastoral relation, and think, had we attained 
no other end, we should deserve well of the churches, for having re- 
sisted the faction, personal ambition, and pique, such as have dis- 
turbed so many of your churches, and prostrated the power for good, of 
so many and worthy ministers. And if it may not seem presumptuous 
in us, in all deference, as observers of events, we venture to say, 
that in our opinion, it is the ease with which councils are obtained, 
who will sever the pastoral relation on the ground of an imbit- 
tered state of feeling, and the loss of ministerial influence, without 
thoroughly inquiring into the merits of the controversy, which has 
emboldened the factious, and placed the interests of the church and 
the pastor; at the disposal of one or a few, who are determined to 
rule or ruin. 

'By the easy compliance of councils, the <m« man power often tyr- 
annizes over a church, and a factious minority controls its destinies. 
We must therefore respectfully decline the advice you have given 
us. We doubt not it has been prompted by a friendly spirit. But 
we are confident, that no^ results for good would be secured sufiicient 
to counterbalance the evil which would ensue in having this trouble 
all reopened, and this community agitated by the revival of hostili- 
ties. We have a work to do, and we cannot be drawn again into 
the arena of conflict Grod is evidently blessing us ; our weekly 
prayer meetings averaging, as they have ^one, forty the last year, 
our Sabbath School increasing; and the evident seriousness of mind 
pervading the congregation, assures us that our labor and sacrifices 
are not in vain in the Lord. We are greatly encouraged by the 
manifest.. tokens of Divine favory and the delightful fellowship of 
5 
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kinchred minds in the harmonioos meetings of the chnrch ; the ele- 
ments which had so long disturbed its peace, and so often, being 
eliminated out of it, we are becoming stronger and stronger. We 
have no conflict with anj, and we desire to be permitted unmolested, 
to do the work the Head of the Church has given us to do. We do not 
like to work on the walls of Jerusalem with the trowel in one hand 
and the sword in the other, and deprecating the renewal of the con- 
flict we have had to wage, we must most respectfully decline the 
proposition you make us through our pastor. J£ any of you are 
embarrassed by our status, and the question of our legitimacy^ we 
have no desire to constrain your cu^hnowledymentf but are willing to 
let time vindicate our course, and prove that we are a church of 
God's own planting, and that through all the strife which we have 
had to endure, we have faithfully maintained the order and life of 
the church in its history and spirituality, from its origin in 1824 until 
the present time. 

Bespectfully submitted, 

(Signed) J. Carew, "^ 

George F. Camp, >- Committee. 
Ambrose Snow, } 

South EaoUey FaJlSj February 3, 1862. 

At the same meeting at which the above letter was presented the 
Association voted the following preamble and resolutions, hoping 
thereby to settle any dispute about statistics, and throw all the re- 
sponsibility of their truthfulness upon the person to whom it belongs : 

^ As there have been, and still may be discrepancies between the 
statistics rendered by this Association and those rendered by other 
Associations : — 

^^Sesolvedj 1. That this Association consider each pastor or church 
clerk responsible for the accuracy of the statistical report which he 
Aimishes to the scribe. 

'^ 2. That we hold our statistical scribe responsible only for the 
accuracy with which he returns to the statistical scribe of the general 
Association, the various reports which are furnished to him." 

Even these plain words were misconstrued, and the matter had to 
aome up again at the July meeting of the Association when it was 
voted that our statistics should be sent to General Association with 
4his note appended : 

^ Votedf That, whereas the statistics rendered by Sev B. Knight 
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to the scribe of the Association cover certain contested matters be- 
tween the two bodies in South Hadley Falls, each of which claims 
to be the original church organized August 12, 1824, this Association 
having no ecclesiastical jurisdiction over such disputed matters, ex- 
pressly disclaim all responsibility as either authenticating, or denying 
the historical verity of the statistics aforesaid." 

And this, after all, is the only ground any association has any 
right to take in such matters ; and every well informed Congregation- 
alist knows this, hence the appending of any such explanation or 
note appears to us altogether needless. 

At the beginning of the present year the Lord was pleased to 
visit our church with a very gracious outpouring of his Spirit, and 
many were anxiously enquiring their way to Zion, and in due time 
several found peace in believing. In the very midst of this very 
precious season, the people at the meeting-house with their minister, 
called a council, professedly to give them advice as to what they should 
do with forty-three members who had not communed with them for 
more than two years. Now, if they claim to have jurisdiction over 
these members, why had they not taken the usual course with them ? 
An ex parte council if admissible at all in Congregationalism, ought 
certainly never to be called together for advice, until every other 
means has failed. But the real intention, if not to hinder the good 
work going on in our church by dragging our people into the arena 
of strife, was no doubt to get such an expression from the council 
as would make it appear, to those especially, who may have been led 
into the folly of thinking that a council possesses some power to de- 
cide such matters, that they were really the church. This is also evi- 
dent from the way in which truth was suppressed even in the letter 
missive ; as we have before stated, sixty of the original members were 
in communion with us from the first, yet they put it at only forty-three 
in that letter. Now the names of these members have been printed 
in connection with our *' Articles of Faith," and are therefore open 
to all who choose to examine ; and in this village the cheat was at 
once detected, even by worldly men. The purpose, therefore, of 
such a misrepresentation as to numbers, is so apparent that none but 
the willfully blind can possibly be deceived by it. Considerable 
adroitness and cunning were manifested in the manner in which this 
council was composed. To outsiders it had much of the appearane$ 
of fairness in its composition ; for the invitation was to all the churcb- 
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es in the two associations already named, and between which assodr 
ations there had appeared to ha^e been some clashing of views oa 
the subject of our division. But this appearcancB of fairness imme- 
diately vanishes when bjr a careful analysis of the names of the 
ministers invited, it is found that already two-thirds of them were 
committed to a certain line of conduct by previous action in the 
matter. When the council met, it was evident that some of its mem- 
bers did not feel very well satisfied with its position, and one member 
proposed that the parties be recommended to call a mutual council 
composed of churches from a distance which had not had anything 
to do in these affairs. This of course was voted down. Then some 
others proposed that our pastor should be incited, this was strongly 
opposed by the minister and people calling the council, they were 
evidently afraid of seeing his face in their midst ; nevertheless, the 
vote prevailed, and a committee was appointed to wait upon Mr. 
Knight. This committee called on him during the recess at noon, 
and he stated to them that he would consider the matter, of coarse 
expecting that they would call upon him again before the afternoon 
session commenced ; but it appears, that so little did that committee 
expect that he would on so short and unreasonable a notice present 
himself before such a council, that they actually never called upon 
him for his answer. Here again, the hinge upon which the decisions 
of the council in the matter must turn, was women's voting :— «nd 
we can only pity, and pray for the men who so boldly stood up be^ 
fore that council and declared that it had not been the practice for 
women to vote in this church ; we do sincerely hope they may be 
brought to repentance, and be led to seek foigiveness from the great 
head of the church for their deliberate falsehoods in this, as well as 
in several other statements which they made before the council. 

This council, therefore, like preceding ones was entirely exports-'^ 
all the evidence brought before it was one sided, and any decisions 
of such a council, even supposing a council to possess any power, 
are worth only just as much as persons may be pleased to value them 
at, and no more. Men of business habits and common sense, gener» 
ally give them a very infinitessimal value, inasmuch as questions in 
dispute are always supposed to have two sides to them.* On this 

* Is the case known in Congregationalism, where a council has been called 
together for the purpose of atdyising a church what it should do with delinquent 
members 7 And if so,-— did a ooundl ever act in the matter, if the ordhtaiy: and 
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subject of women's voting a didnHsee it kind of eridenoe was in* 
troduced which may have had a little weight witb^some of the mem>- 
bers. Letters were read from several previous pastors stating that 
they were not cognizant of the fact of women's voting during their 
pastorates. But what does such evidence amount to ? If nothing 
of more than ordinary importance came up during their short pas- 
torates, probably they never did see the women vote. At the most 
important meetings of the churchy when the call or dismission of a 
pastor has to be decided upon, the pastor is not present, except in 
some uncommon case, and therefore he could not possibly see it. But 
the actual evidence of the women themselves ought to settle the mat- 
ter ; surely they must know better than anybody else whether they 
have been in the habit of voting : yet this evidence has never been 
sought by any of the ex parte councils which have been held, or it 
would have been given ; they all seemed desirous of ignoring it al- 
together, apparently fearing to introduce what would so completely 
demolish the assumptions of the parties calling them together. 

We now present certificates from women and others on this sub- 
ject ; and it will be seen that voting was done in the presence of 
some of these very pastors who have testified that they didnH see it. 
All the signers of these certificates* are ready to make oath of the 
truthfulness of their statements. 

The first is from the oldest female member in the church : 
^ This certifies that I have been a member of the Congregational 
Church in South Hadley Falls from its organization, and when pres- 
ent, have always voted at its business meetings. 

(Signed) Pamelia B. Atkins. 

Bblyoke, AprU 2S, 1860." 

The next is a general certificate signed by seven members, each 
.of more than twenty-five years standing in the church : 

^^The undersigned united with the South Church of Christ in 
^uth Hadley at the time affixed to our names, and we hereby cerr 
tify that women have voted in the business meetings of the church 
whenever they pleased, and especially in the call and dismission of 

scriptural methods of discipline had never been resorted to by said church ? It 
appears to us that the scriptural principles of Congregationalism have been most 
ruthlessly violated by the assumptions of this council, inasmuch as it professed 
to adjudicate upon matters with which it had no right to interfere, even suppos- 
mf; the .peraoas jcalliog it to be a regularly organized, church, which we deny. 
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pastors ; and when indifference to the privilege has heen manifested, 
we have frequently been urged to exercise the right— especiallj bj 
Deacon Bardwell: 
"(Signed) 

Anna Smith, - - - May, 1825. 

Mart Ann Chapin, - May, 1825. 

Sarah B. Weld, - - Nov., 1828. 

Eliza Carew, - - Nov., 1828. 

Ltdia Day, - - - Jan., 1829. 

Ursula Vinton, - - Nov., 1836. 

Sally Moody, - - Sep., 1837. 

•• S(yuJth EacOey Falls, July 1, 1861." 

The following is from five members, each of more than twenty 
years in the church : 

"We, the undersigned members of the First Congregational 
Church in South Hadley Falls, which organization was formerly 
known as the South Church in South Hadley, do testify that females 
have always at their pleasure (since we were members) voted in 
business meetings of the church. When from indifference we have 
not cared to remain at the business session, the male members have 
asked us to stay, particularly has Deacon Bardwell always been ur- 
gent that the sisters act with the church. According to the sense 
of the meetings we have voted by rising, raising the hand, by yea 
and nay, and by ballot. 

"(Signed) Mary W. Camp, Mary C. Day, 

Rachel Cooley, Clara Hadley, 
Hachel K. Wilson." 

We now give some individual testimonies, entering more into par- 
ticulars on the subject. 

" I united with the South Church of Christ in South Hadley, May 1, 
1825, and I have voted many times since I became a member, by the 
request of the officers of the church. I voted to give Rev. Mr. Gris- 
wold a call to settle with us as our pastor, also when he was dismiss- 
ed. I voted at two different times for Alonzo Bardwell to fill the 
office of Deacon, also for Philip Smith for the same office. I also 
voted for Rev. Mr. Tyler, to become our pastor, and were it not for 
making my statement too long, I could enumerate many other occa- 
sions on which I voted ; at times when the women were pressed to 
vote in consequence of the matter in hand being considered very 
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important, especially in some cases of discipline. And in fact, I never 
doubted my right to vote on all occasions, when I had a mind to do so. 

Anna E. Smith." 
" In November, 1828, 1 joined the (then so called) South Church 
in South Hadley. 1 have many times and whenever I pleased voted 
in church meetings and on church business. I have voted by rising, 
raising the hand, ballot, and by yea or nay. During the pastorate 
of the Rev. L. Thompson, I voted by ballot two different times for 
Dea. A. Bardwell to fill different offices. Each time I privately pre- 
ferred the opposing candidate. My husband and myself advised 
with our pastor as to duty ; he (Mr. Thompson), for the sake of 
peace in our families, advised us to vote as I did, for Dea. Bardwell, 
and I am quite sure Mr. Thompson was once present when my hus- 
band wrote a vote for me. Eliza Carew." 

" With regard to the voting of women in the South Church of 
South Hadley, I have very distinct recollections. I was often en- 
couraged to use my right in voting in church meetings, by Dea. 
Bardwell. I objected, in conversations with Dea. B. in his own 
house, and his wife also united with me in objecting to it, but we 
were urged to do so as a matter of duty. I have also heard it urged 
upon the women frequently in the meetings ; and I never heard an 
objection raised by any of the men to women's voting until the late 
unhappy troubles commenced. Wealthy Bartlett." 

^' This certifies that I removed my relation to the church in South 
Hadley Falls, under the Rev. Mr. Thompson's ministry, and know 
it to be a fact the females of the church voted whenever they had a 
mind to do so. I recollect being present at a business meeting of 
the church soon after the Rev. R. Knight was settled over us in the 
ministry ; he, being the moderator, stopped the proceedings of the 
meeting to inquire if it was customary for the females of the church 
to vote, and was answered by a male member that it was. I have 
been present when the sisters of the church have been urged to 
vote; I have always voted when, I wished to for Sabbath School 
Superintendent, (chosen by the church,) and Deacon of the church. 
And furthermore, concerning the manner of voting, I have voted by 
rising in my seat, by raising the hand, and by writing the candidate's 
name on a piece of paper and dropping it into a man's hat for a bal- 
lot box, and by saying yea or nay, as I felt it my duty on the occar 
sion. Maey Snow.** 
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** South Hadlet Falls, April 13, 1863. 

*^ This is to certify that I united with the South Church in South 
Hadley in 1825. And that I have a verj distinct remembrance 
with regard to the voting of women in the business of the church. 
Before I united^ I have sometimes remained with mj mother, Mrs. 
Deacon Chapin, in the church meetings, and have seen her vote ; 
and afler I became a member, my mother instructed me to vote as 
a duty ; and I did so ever afterwards, whenever I pleased, and never 
heard the right disputed by any of the male members. 

"In 1829, 1 removed my church relation to Buffalo, and in 1856 
returned to South Hadley Falls, presenting a letter from the firsi 
Presbyterian Church in Buffalo to this church. Deacon Chapin op- 
posed my being received, presenting a number of objections. . At 
the church meeting where the matter was considered, he was called 
upon to sustain his objections if he could. At that meeting, after 
hearing his evidence, it was agreed that the vote should be taken by 
yeas and nays. The pastor was Moderator, and commenced calling 
over the names of the male members, omitting to call the females. 
Deacon Bardwell and others at once interrupted him, declaring that 
it was the custom for women to vote in all the business meetings of 
this church. Mr. Knight objected, stating that this was not the gen- 
eral practice, but also stated that if it was the custom here, he had 
nothing to say, as each church had a right to manage its own affairs. 

" For the satisfaction of Mr. Knight, however, and to prevent any 
future question on the subject, it was moved that it be placed on 
record that the women do vote ; this resolution was carried and the 
record made accordingly. 

" The Rev. Mr. Smith, of Warren, was present at this meeting as 
my adviser, and can confirm this statement. 

Mart A. Chapin." 

"I, Rachel Gooley, testify that I was present when the resolution 
was adopted disapproving of dancing ; I saw the females vote, but 
refused my vote^ as I had attended the dance, and it is a grief to 
me now. Rachbl Coolet." 

" During the pastorate of the Rev. Mr. Tyler, I was present and 
voted with the females respecting recommending certain of our 
members to the Methodist Church to which some objected. 

Ursula Vinton." 

^ I hereby certify that I was a member of the South Church in 
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South Hadley several years and have a distinct recollection that 
women voted at all business meetings of the church whenever they 
pleased — this they did by rising, and holding up the hands. 

Theodore Bellows." 

" South Hadlet Falls, March 7, 1863. 
" This is to certify that I have been a member of the South Church 
of South Hadley nearly twenty-five years, and that it has been the 
practice of women to rote, and that I have seen the females vote by 
rising, raising the hand, and by ballot. When the Rev. Mr. Tyler 
was pastor, I know the females voted. When the Rev. Mr. Thomp- 
son was pastor the females did vote by ballot, for I wrote votes for 
them, and saw that they deposited the ballots in a hat or box, and 
were counted, and Mr. Thompson knew it for I consulted with him 
upon the subject. I also certify that Deacon Bardwell stated in a 
business meeting soon after Rev. Mr. Knight came here that it was 
ike custom for females to vote in this churchy and insisted that the 
women should vote ; and io prevent any future question upon female 
voting, he moved that it be put upon record, and it was so recorded. 
I also certify that females did vote at a meeting, called to see if the 
church would retain or dismiss the Rev. Mr. Knight ; and that Mr. 
Knight's female opponents did vote, and that the men never objected 
till afler they found themselves in the minority. J. Cabew." 

On this subject the Rev. S. S. Smith, late of Warren, also writes : 

« Waukesha, Wis., March 4, 1863. 
" Dear Bro. Knight : In reply to yours of the 29th ult., I 
would say confidently, that not only at the trial concerning Mrs. 
Chapin, did I learn distinctly from Deacon Bardwell, that it was a 
rule in that church for women to vote, but also at other times, and 
often have I heard the same from him, and from others in the church, 
80 that the fact of women voting in the church at South Hadley 
Falls, seemed to me to stand out palpable before Israel and the sun, 
a question that could not be controverted. 

I am, yours in Christian love, 

S. S. Smith." 

Many mol'e testimonies of a similar character could be introduced 
Were it not for making our statement too lengthy. We think it 
6 
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right however to place in this ^ statement ** the testimony of our i>as- 
tor on the subject of the record upon which so much stress has been 
laid bj our opponents, and which has been so persistently and so 
wickedly wrested from its original meaning. 

^ I hereby certify that at a church meeting held a few months 
after my settlement in South Hadley Falls, a demand was made for 
the yeas and nays on the decision of the subject matter then under 
consideration ; and that I, as moderator, commenced calling over the 
names of the men who sat before me, but omitted the women. As 
soon as this was discovered, Dea. Bardwell and others interrupted 
me by saying that it was the custom for the women to vote in the 
business meetings of this church. I stated that this was not the gen» 
eral practice of Congregational churches, but that as a Congrega* 
tional church is altogether independent as to the management of its 
own internal affairs, I, of course, could not interfere. But seeing 
my hesitancy, Dea. Bardwell moved that it be put on record that the 
women do vote, to prevent, as he said, any future question on the 
subject ; and the record of such fact was duly made in my own hand* 
writing, as clerk of the church. This very record is now brought 
forward as a proof that the voting of women was then first com* 
menced, and that therefore it is a thing which altogether belongs to 
the period of my own ministry. A greater and meaner perversion 
of facts can scarcely be conceived, and yet men and even ministers 
have been found who have readily given credence to the lie. 

RICHARD KNIGHT.'* 

In the opinion of a leading lawyer in this State, who is cognizant 
of the evidence now produced, our case is made out, and would read- 
ily insure a verdict in our favor in any court of law in the United 
States. On the voting majority of the church in legal meeting as* 
sembled, we therefore base our claim to be the church in South Had- 
ley Falls, which now, by its own vote, is called the •* First Congre- 
gational Church in South Hadley Falls." As to the numerical or 
actval majority of members, with this we have nothing to do ; al- 
though we believe that even here, on a righteous analysis, we should 
not fail. The members were very nearly balanced at the time of 
the division ; for family reasons a few remained professedly neutral, 
and for the fame reasons are now ranged on the side of our oppo- 
nents, akbough we know their hearts are with us stilL But as to 



where the moral and working power of the church is, no unbiased 
person in this neighborhood has any doubt. But the ehurch in It3 
organic form, we assert, continued with its pastor, who was its only le^ 
gal moderator, and who alone had authority to convene its members 
for church business ; and as has been argued in a similar case to ours, 
even had a majority of the members of the church separated them^ 
selves from him and the regularly organized body thus remaining 
with him, and over which he continued to preside in his official ca- 
pacity, yet they, the majority, would not have constituted (he church* 
They could not, with any show of propriety, have claimed any au- 
thority to act as such, or to do any business whatever in the name of 
the church. The same reasoning applies to town or school district 
meetings ; when legally called, they are the only lawfully existing 
bodies for transacting the public business of the town or districti 
even though only one half of the voters should attend. So it is and 
ever must be in the church, or the door is thrown open to every kind 
of change and oppression. Men can go around to individuals, as 
we have too painful proof in this case, and by cajoling, threatening 
and misrepresentation, easily obtain an array of names. 

We have taken our stand upon the pure principles and polity of 
Congregationalism, viz: ''the completeness and independence of 
each local church in its organization, government, and mode of wor- 
ship," having full power to '' regulate its own concerns" without in- 
terference from other churches, either in their individual capacity, 
or collectively in ecclesiastical councils. K for this we are to sufTeri 
we are willing to bear it ; hoping to see a brighter day, when the 
churches opposing us will return to a purer, more orderly, and more 
scriptural system. By vote of the church, 

Geobob F. Camp, > r>^^ ^ ^ 
Ambrose Snow, $ ^««^^«^- 

Joseph Cabew, 1 

Henbt H. Judd, > Committee* 

Elijah Matthews,) 

South EaUey FaHs^ April 20, 1868. 

Note. — For the information of our friends, it i^ay be well to 
state, that twenty-two members have been added to our church since 
the division in 1860, and twenty-nine have been propounded for ad* 
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mission to the church at the next communion, (May 3cL) These j 

added to the sixty resident members remaining with us when the dis* i] 

satisfied members commenced to meet separately, make one' hundred ■< 

and eleven, which after deducting ten for removals and deaths, leave 
one hundred and one resident members now in our church, or thirtj- 
five more than there were in the whole church when Mr. Elni^t 
commenced his labors here in 1856. 
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